Compare Russia as she was 'before the October Revolu-
tion with what she has become today. We know that the
Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05 caused upheaval in tsarist
Russia. Everyone knows about the first Russian revolution,
when the first thunderstorm burst over the tsarist regime.
The war with Germany of 1914-17 snapped tsarism at its
roots and ended with the abolition of the bourgeois-landlord
system in Russia. At the time of the war with Japan, the
tsarist government admitted its defeat and hastened to end
the war. But tsarist Russia was unable to survive the war
with Germany, thus demonstrating how utterly rotten and
moribund the old regime had become.
Compare this with the present state of our country, after
a most gruelling war with Germany and then the war with
Japan. Both aggressors, together with their satellites, have
been smashed, thanks chiefly to our Red Army. (Applause.)
The Soviet Union achieved victory in the West and then in
the East, which, as you see, is quite unlike the old pre-So-
viet (times. Having stood  these supreme   tests,   the  Soviet
Union has advanced still further to tihe fore as a major fac-
tor in international life. The U.S.S.R. ranks today among the
most authoritative of the world powers. (Applause.) Impor-
tant problems of international relations cannot   nowadays
be settled without the participation of the Soviet Union or
without heeding the voice of our country. The participation
of Comrade Stalin is regarded as the best guarantee  of a
successful solution of complicated international problems.
(Prolonged applause.) Without indulging in self-complacen-
cy, and always remembering how tenacious  of  life  the
reactionary forces in the capitalist countries still  are,   we
must, nevertheless, recognize that the new position bhe So-
viet Union now occupies in international affairs is not the
result of fortuitous circumstances, that it corresponds with
tfie interests of all peace-loving nations as well as with the
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